


SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
[bookmark: _Hlk102752227]MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:30 PM ON THURSDAY 7th MAY 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors R McNamara (RM) (Retiring Chairman), I Suter (Vice-Chairman) (IS) R Harwood (RH), R Leadbeater (RL) M Pomeroy (MP) K Ridout (KR), the Clerk D Green. 
In addition, there were three members of the public present.
1191. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Pomeroy was nominated to stand as Chairman for the forthcoming year, was elected by due process and signed the Acceptance of Office.
1192. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr Suter was nominated to stand as Vice-Chairman and was duly elected. 
1192. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr White.
1193. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
1194. TO APPOINT OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIONS TO OUTSIDE BODIES
The Council agreed to appoint Graham Rains the as the Footpaths Officer. 
1195. STANDING ORDERS/FINANCIAL REGULATIONS/CODE OF CONDUCT
It was agreed to defer consideration of amended Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to a future meeting. 
1196. GRANTS FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR
The Parish Council RESOLVED that the following grants should be made:
I. Parish Magazine - £ 750 – this will mean that costs can now be equally shared with the PCC
II. Churchyard maintenance - £ 250
III. The Vale Pantry - £250 
1197. RESERVE ACCOUNT PROVISIONS
The Parish Council AGREED to the following reserve account allocations:
I. Tennis Club - £ 250
II. Play Equipment at Hine Town Lane - £ 1,500
III. War memorial - £ 250
IV. Tree work - £500
V. Neighbourhood Plan - £ 1,000. Total reserves for the next NP will be circa £5k
VI. Defibrillators - £ 300

It was agreed to create a reserve for unspent Shillingstone Youth Club funds; this will be retained by the PC until a resumption of Youth Club activities can take place. 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:45 PM ON THURSDAY 7th MAY 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors M Pomeroy (Chairman), I Suter (Vice-Chairman) (IS) R Harwood (RH), R Leadbeater (RL) R McNamara (RM), K Ridout (KR) the Clerk D Green. 
In addition, there were three members of the public present. 
1198. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr White.
1199. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1200. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 2ndrd April 2026 were approved.
1201. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman noted: 
Holloway Lane re-surfacing – temporary repairs have been made. Lesley Gasson thanked Cllr Pomeroy for all his efforts in persuading Dorset Highways to make these repairs in time for the opening of the new bee keeping centre on 9th May. It is hoped that more permanent repairs may be arranged in the future although this is a very low priority route. 
Recreation Ground– an additional skip was necessary for the removal of excess debris; the costs of this have been shared with the Cricket Club.
Trailway spring – he new Rural Portfolio Manager has been contacted with regard to the riparian responsibilities of the stream between the Trailway and the river with a view to clearing the watercourse to help reduce flooding.
1202.   PUBLIC SESSION
Lesley Gasson made several comments:
· Annual Parish Meeting – this should have been better promoted with guest speakers and posters. This will be considered for next year. 
· 9th May bee-keeping centre– the opening event will take place between 2 & 4 p.m. and will include a brief talk & tea & cakes
· 9th August -Gardening Club Event – assistance is required for organising this event which it is hoped will include a BBQ/Marquee/Bouncy castle/Children’s activities. 
A resident attended the Flood ‘drop in’ event in Pimperne but was disappointed to learn that building on flood plains is generally permitted by planning committees when applications are being considered. 
1203.  FOOTPATH OFFICER REPORT 
Graham Rains reported 
· arrangements are being made to install a new bench at Gains Cross
· the annual clearance under the SLA agreement is about to commence
· the permissive footpath by the Old Ox development appears to have disappeared during construction but the retention of this was included in the approved planning consent
1204. COUNCILOR REPORTS
Highways - Cllr Pomeroy had produced a written update which was taken as read. 
Portman Hall: 
· volunteers are required for the Steam Rally in exchange for a donation to the Portman Hall
· there will be a Quiz & Curry night in September (KR)
1205. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Parish Council unanimously agreed to submit the refreshed Plan for examination and publish this on the PC website. 
1206. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P/VOC/2026/02313 - Anthorn Blandford Road Shillingstone DT11 0SF - 	it was noted that this is a variation of condition application and now includes use of the basement but the footprint of the building is unchanged. There were no objections. 
P/PABA/2026/02156 - 	Lime Kiln House Lanchards Lane Shillingstone DT11 0TF	Erect single storey forestry barn. The PC agreed that there were concerns regarding the size of the proposed machinery store in relation to the deforested area which is visible from some distance away. The PC agreed to make comments to Dorset Council objecting to the application. 
1207. FINANCES
i) Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	Description

	02/04/2026
	RIALTAS BUSINESS 
	 £                   252.00 
	Annual subscription

	02/04/2026
	SHILLINGTONE CRICK
	 £                   466.66 
	Mowing

	07/04/2026
	DORSET COUNCIL 
	 £                   500.76 
	Bins emptying fee

	13/04/2026
	STEVEN DAY 
	 £                   102.00 
	Inspections

	13/04/2026
	HMRC SHIPLEY 
	 £                   650.18 
	PAYE Q4 2025/2026

	13/04/2026
	DAVID GREEN 
	 £                      49.39 
	Expenses

	13/04/2026
	ANTHONY LACY
	 £                   450.00 
	Deposit painting

	16/04/2026
	WESSEX INTERNET 
	 £                        1.20 
	Wi-fi fee

	17/04/2026
	EDENS LANDSCAPES
	 £                   278.10 
	Strimming/mowing

	20/04/2026
	LLOYDS
	 £                        4.25 
	Service charge

	20/04/2026
	WATER SERVICES CD 9130    
	 £                      37.63 
	Allotment water

	20/04/2026
	HAGS-SMP LTD 
	 £                1,043.28 
	Parts for pirouette

	20/04/2026
	DORSET COUNCIL 
	 £                   926.10 
	SID rotation fee

	23/04/2026
	STEVEN DAY 
	 £                   540.00 
	Install pirouette parts

	23/04/2026
	MISS E BRECKNOCK
	 £                   164.95 
	Cleaning

	23/04/2026
	SSE ENERGY SUPPLY 
	 £                      28.74 
	Pav elect

	24/04/2026
	SSE ENERGY SUPPLY 
	 £                      74.25 
	Pav elect

	27/04/2026
	WATER2BUSINESS
	£                      71.77
	Pav Water

	27/04/2026
	TONY LACY
	£                 1,995.00
	Balance decorating

	27/04/2026
	CLIVE SMITH SKIP HIRE
	£                     516.00
	Rec Skip hire

	27/04/2026
	DAPTC
	£                     594.09
	Subscription

	28/04/2026
	DAVID GREEN
	£                     849.89
	April 2026 pay



Clerks Expenses of £ 44.09 were approved
1208. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

The Clerk reported that:

· Repainting the Pavilion interior has been completed to a very high standard
· Repairs to the pirouette play equipment have been completed
· There are two vacant allotment plots available – this information will be posted on Facebook

1209. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	31/03/2026
	Dorset CPRE
	Dorset CPRE March/April 2026 Newsletter

	07/04/2026
	Dorset Highways
	TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF A357, FIDDLEFORD TO SHILLINGSTONE

	14/04/2026
	Dorset Highways
	RE: PROPOSED TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF VARIOUS ROADS, OKEFORD FITZPAINE

	28/04/2026
	DAPTC
	Working Together Webinar: Age Friendly Dorset

	29/04/2026
	DAPTC
	Community Emergency Response planning survey



Community Emergency Response Plan Survey - Cllr Ridout noted that the Portman Hall was interested in creating its own Emergency Plan and it may be useful to create a joint document with the PC.  Cllr Suter noted that less than 50% of councils in the Dorset area actually have an Emergency Response Plan. It was agreed that the DAPTC survey would be completed by Cllrs Pomeroy & Ridout expressing interest in the idea. 

1210. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Approval of Internal Audit report/Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements
· Review of Standing Orders & Financial Regulations
· Augustan Avenue football area – next actions
· Councillor recruitment

1211. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 4th June 2026 at 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.23





